World War II: Causes & European Theatre Review

Part I: Causes of WWII

Use the Causes of WWI PowerPoint if needed to complete the questions.

1. What is fascism (briefly)?

2. What are three European nations who became Fascist after WWI?

3. What Asian nation became Fascist?

4. Who became the communist dictator of the USSR in 1924?

5. What three countries were called the “Axis Powers” at the start of WWII?

6. Who rose up as “Il Duce,” or the leader of Italy?

7. Who became Chancellor of Germany in 1933?

8. To which party did he belong?

9. Who led a revolution in Spain?

10. Who became Prime Minister of Japan?

11. What were the five theatres of war?

12. Which country did Italy invade?

13. Which country did Japan invade?

14. Which two countries did Germany take over before its invasion of Poland?

Part II: WWII the European Theater
Use the notes we took in class today to complete the questions.

15.  What happened to Poland in September of 1939?

16. What is “blitzkrieg?”
17. List five nations Hitler conquered in Northwestern Europe.

18.  What was the Maginot line?  Was it effective or ineffective?
19. What was Vichy France?
20. Who led the Free French?
21.  Who became the new British Prime Minister in 1940?
22. Describe the Battle of Britain.
23.  What was the name of the German air force, the British air force?
24.  What was the “Blitz?”

25.  What were U-boats?

26.  Why did the Germans decide to forego the Non-Aggression Pact and turn against the Soviets?

27. On what front did the Germans fight the Soviets?

28.  Describe Operation Barbarossa.

29.  Why is the Battle of Stalingrad considered a turning point in the war?   

30. Why did the Soviets have an advantage here?

31. What was the greatest tank battle in history?

32. By the end of 1943, what had Germany accomplished?  Where had they been stopped?
Part III: Primary Sources

DOC 1: Excerpt from Winston Churchill’s “We shall fight on the beaches” to British Parliament (June 4, 1940)

“We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this island or a large part of it were subjugated and starving, then our empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God's good time, the new world, with all its power and might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old.”

Question 1: What is Churchill saying to Parliament about the role the British will play in WWII?  (what will British armed forces do specifically?)
Question 2: How might have his attitude influenced FDR, despite American neutrality?

Doc 2: Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1941 

“If your neighbor’s house is on fire, you don’t haggle over the price of your garden hose.”

Question 3: What does this mean and how did it set the stage for US foreign policy throughout the 20th century?  Provide a post-World War II example.

