US History

Who Killed Alexander Hamilton?

On July 11, 1804, Aaron Burr killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel.  Hamilton was one of the most brilliant thinkers of his time.  A leader of the conservatives and a former Secretary of the Treasury under George Washington, Hamilton was one of the most influential Americans of his day.  His beliefs and policies helped shape America and its institutions.

Suppose for a moment we could turn history around and change the date and circumstances of his death.

The date is January 25, 1799.  Alexander Hamilton has been found dead in his home in New York.  A knife wound to his heart was the cause of his death.  Stuck on the knife, like bills on a spindle, were found a copy of the Bill of Rights and a Declaration of the Rights of Man.  The chief of Police in New York City, your teacher, searched the immediate vicinity of the Hamilton home and found some additional evidence in a trash pit behind the house.  A note with the following words, “Thanks my friends, I know we’re going to do it” was found stuffed inside a whiskey jug.  A banknote and a receipt for a coach ticket from Philadelphia were also found in the jug.

We Must Solve This Dastardly Crime

Use the following procedure

1. Compose a biographical sketch of Alexander Hamilton.  For the purposes of this assignment, it can be a bulleted list of at least ten important events that happened to him during his lifetime.
2. Investigate any 10 of the suspects on the list.  Prepare a list including the names and 3-5 bullets that give salient points of the individual’s biography to assist you in determining whether he or she is a “proper suspect.”  
3. Accuse at least one of the suspects of murder and explain why this person is the most likely to have done it. 
4. Decide whether or not you think Thomas Jefferson was or was not involved in the murder, basing your opinion on what you know about him and what you have learned about him in this unit. 
Hints: I recommend that you look closely at (a) the early military career of Alexander Hamilton; (b) the struggles over economic policy and foreign affairs during the Washington and Adams presidencies; (c) the tempestuous political struggle between Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans during the late 1790s; (d) the political struggle within the Federalist Party during the late 1790s, (e) the national events immediately preceding the murder.
Due Next Class: Biographical sketch of Hamilton, list of 10 people with bulleted info, whether or not you think Jefferson was involved (based on what you know about their differences), and a paragraph explaining who you think did it, and why.  Be creative and investigatory!  
List of Suspects
1. Abigail Adams

2. John Adams

3. Philip Freneau

4. Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton

5. John Jay

6. Henry Knox
7. Robert Livingston

8. James Madison
9. Samuel Osgood

10. Edmund Randolph
11. James Reynolds

12. Maria Reynolds

13. Philip Schuyler

14. Charles Talleyrand

15. Noah Webster

