US Government

The War Powers Act (1973) Assignment 
“Laws are silent in time of war.”  Marcus Tullius Cicero (106-43 B.C.E.), Roman orator, poet, and statesman

The Constitution and the War Powers Act have clear instructions regarding the authority of the president and the Congress.  Yet, U.S. presidents have committed troops to battle more than 100 times without a formal declaration of war from Congress. Were they justified?
Post 1: Research

Discuss your assigned historic example of a president’s committal of military troops (since the War Powers Act) on the US Gov Blog.  Answer the following questions about the example.  
1. Why and how did the conflict begin?

2. What was the role of the United States in the conflict?

3. Did the president and Congress act in accordance with the Constitution and the War Powers Act? Was a formal declaration of war made? Did the president report to Congress?

4. What was the president’s view of and role in the conflict? (were there any US interests or national security concerns)
5. How did Congress view and support the use of troops in the conflict?

6. Were US troops a part of UN or NATO forces?

7. Who were the key policy makers in Washington? Who were the key military leaders involved? How did they influence U.S. policies?

8. What was popular opinion of the conflict and U.S. involvement in it?

9. How was the conflict covered in the media?
10. In your opinion, were the president’s actions justified?
1. Nicaragua (1979 – 1991)

2. Lebanon (1981 – 1984)

3. Persian Gulf (1990 - 91)

4. Somalia (1993)

5. Bosnia (1994 – 95)

6. Kosovo (1999)

7. Afghanistan (2001 - )

8. Iraq (2003 – 2006)

9. Libya (2011)

10. Syria (2014 - )

Post 2: Opinion

Read the entries of your classmates.  Comment on at least two other posts/conflicts by stating your opinion about whether or not you think that conflict was justified, and why.

