US Government
Midterm Review 2018
Structure of the Exam:

75 multiple choice questions (1 pt each)

5 short answer questions (5 pts each)

Terms and concepts to know (see subsequent pages):

Constitutional structure:

· Article 1:

· Article 2:

· Article 3:

Function of PACs

Shay’s Rebellion

Federalism

Necessary & Proper Clause

Implied powers

Reserved powers

Inherent powers

Supremacy Clause

Political socialization

Interest group, purpose

Political party, purpose

Gerrymandering

Purpose of gerrymandering

Who draws state district lines?

First Past the Post (Single Member Districts)

Results of FPTP

Pluralism

Voter turnout

Caucus

Primary

First caucus

First primary

Front loading

FCC

Hard money 

Soft money

McCain-Feingold Act

Litigation

Factions

Liberal ideology

Conservative ideology

Libertarian ideology

Socialist ideology

Buckley v. Valeo

Citizens United v. FEC

Devolution 

Layer cake federalism (what, another name, time implemented, examples)

Marble cake federalism  (what, another name, time implemented, examples)

Competitive federalism

Virginia Plan

NJ Plan

Connecticut Compromise

The Federalist Papers

Federalist #10

Popular sovereignty

Judicial review

Divided government

Amicus curiae briefs

Political efficacy

First Amendment

10th Amendment

14th Amendment

Types of third parties (multiple)

· Economic

· Definition:

· Example:

· Single issue

· Definition:

· Example:

· Ideological

· Definition:

· Example:

· Factional

· Definition:

· Example:

Type of third party most likely to influence elections?

Federalist point of view

Anti-federalist point of view

Evolution of suffrage 

Please cite multiple examples for the following:

Election requirements that affect voter turnout 

Demographic characteristics that affect voter turnout 

Voter turnout in the US (overall assessment; for various types of elections)

Examples of likely voters for each party 

Roles of the media (and what each means)

Linkage institution (definition + at least three examples)

Policy-making institution (definition + at least three examples)

Advantages of incumbency (Congress)

Enumerated powers (what, where, examples)

Examples of checks and balances

· Congress checks the President:

· Congress checks the Judiciary:

· The president checks Congress:

· The president checks the Judiciary:

· Judiciary checks the president:

· Judiciary checks Congress:

Constitutional powers given to President (at least three examples):

Constitutional powers given to Congress (at least three examples):

Constitutional powers given to Supreme Court: 
Problems with two-party system
Electoral College calculations (How do we decide how many Electoral College votes each state gets?)
Examples of states with most electoral votes:

Examples of states with least electoral votes:

