AP Government

Minor or Third Parties in the US
Part I: Complete the Chart 
Directions: There have been many third parties throughout US history.  In the chart below are a few that are still active (or moderately active) today.  Research them to complete the chart.  Then, find one other still active third party of today that strikes you.  (Remember to use non-biased sites like http://www.politics1.com/parties.htm.

	Name of Party
	Type(s)
	Basic Goals/Beliefs/Purpose
	Population/Following (how many people support them)
	Have they run anyone?  If so, who, when, & how’d they do?

	Constitution Party/America’s Independent Party
	
	
	
	

	Green Party
	
	
	
	

	Libertarian Party
	
	
	
	

	Tea Party 
	
	
	
	

	Choose Your Own


	
	
	
	


Part II: Answer the following questions based on the chart.

1. In your opinion, do independent or third parties that have a significant following tend to lean more left (democratic) or right (republican).  Explain your answer.

2. If you were to join a third party, which would it be and why?

Part III. Founding Your Own Third Party 

Create your own third party based on issues and positions that are most important to you. What is the name of the party? What are the party's main goals or purposes? What are the party's main positions? What kinds of voters would the party try to attract? 

