Reconstruction: How did we reunite?
Only two days after Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant, President Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth.  This shocked the nation, and made it even more difficult to deal with the many issues faced at the end of the war.

Directions: Read and take notes on Chapter 5 in your textbook.  Then, complete the following questions in complete sentences (staple this sheet to a separate sheet of paper).  

What problems faced leaders at the end of the Civil War (provide as many specifics as possible)?

What were three proposed plans to reconstruct the US after the Civil War? 

What did each do?
Why were neither popular? 

What was the Wade-Davis Bill and why did Lincoln veto it?

How were the leaders of the old Confederate government treated? 

What happened to the occupied areas of the South? 

What rules were made for states that wanted to rejoin the Union? 

How did people get back their citizenship in the Union?

What was established to help free blacks in the South?  How did it work?

How were the rights of free blacks guaranteed (three amendments – which were they and what do they say)? 

How did southerners (former planters/free blacks/poor whites) get jobs in a devastated economy?  (Explain the differences between tenant farming and sharecropping.)
How was the southern economy rebuilt?

Did the north help the south?

In what ways did free blacks enter politics?

How were schools established?

What laws hindered the freedom of African Americans?  

What was the KKK?  What political party were they a part of?

What did the government do to combat this group?

What does it mean to be impeached?

Why was President Johnson impeached?

Who was elected president in 1868?

Do you think he was a good president – why or why not? (which scandals happened under his presidency?)
What was the difference between a carpetbagger and a scalawag?

Why was the KKK formed?  With which party were their political ties?  Who did the target and why?

What was the purpose of the Enforcement Acts?

What compromise ended Reconstruction?  What major issue did it focus on?

How long did the Reconstruction Era last? (which years)
What were the long-term effects of Reconstruction?

Opinion:

The Reconstruction Experiment
Was the experiment with Reconstruction a success or a failure?  In a well-organized paragraph, pick a side, and explain why using as much vocabulary from the reading as possible.  
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Era of Citizenship

Some historians argue that the Reconstruction Era can be called the Era of Citizenship.  Do you agree or disagree with this concept? In a well-organized paragraph, pick a side, and explain why using as much vocabulary from the reading as possible.  
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