AP Comparative Government

Newswatch Project

As part of an ongoing, semester-long project, it will be your task to remain up to date on current issues in the news with regard to the core countries covered. To that end, each of you will be assigned one or two of the six core countries (Great Britain, Russia, China, Mexico, Nigeria, Iran), and will be required every other week give a briefing on recent news and events pertaining to government and politics in that country.  As preparation for your review, you should read the chapter of the textbook, which covers your country in the first two weeks of class to familiarize yourself with the basic structure of government as well as the political and cultural landscape.
Each week, a briefing is due on the blog at the beginning of class.  Your briefing includes a typed synopsis of basic current events going on in both of your countries since the last briefing was due.  You may present your information in complete sentences by country.  Please strive to use as few words as possible while still providing thorough accounts.  Also, cite your information with a basic in-text citation, for example (New York Times).  
Sources for articles include major newspapers (the Chicago Tribune, the New York Times), newsmagazines (The Economist, Foreign Policy, etc.) or online at a legitimate news source, many of which are listed in your Resource Packet and have links on the website.

Country Assignments 2017:

· Great Britain & Iran – Jarrett, Cortland, Emily

· China & Mexico – Liam, Zach, Catherine

· Russia & Nigeria – Jacob, Ethan, Brandon

First Assignment: Political Background Research (Due Thursday, January 26)
· Content: summary of significant events in your assigned nations occurring over the past two years (including elections, Constitutional changes, political protest, economic changes or issues, significant policy decisions, important people etc.)

· Format: single-spaced, bulleted form, chronological order, info should be straight forward (no paragraphs; work on building stronger vocab); do not copy and paste information, everything should be in your own words and show your knowledge of the subject
· All students must submit this information individually on the Newswatch blog about BOTH assigned countries
Briefing Due Dates: 
· Thursday, February 2 – Jarrett, Liam, Jacob
· Friday, February 10 – Cortland, Zach, Ethan
· Thursday, February 16 – Emily, Catherine, Brandon
· Friday, February 24 – Jarrett, Liam, Jacob
· Thursday, March 2 – Cortland, Zach, Ethan
· Friday, March 10 – Emily, Catherine, Brandon
· Thursday, March 16 – Jarrett, Liam, Jacob

· Thursday, March 30 – Cortland, Zach, Ethan 
· Thursday, April 6 – Emily, Catherine, Brandon

· Friday, April 14  - Jarrett, Liam, Jacob

· Thursday, April 20 – Cortland, Zach, Ethan

· Friday, April 28 - Emily, Catherine, Brandon
