Within the nearest billion, how much was spent on the 2016 elections?[image: ]
OPEN SECRETS

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper to turn in next class.
1. What trend do you see in the data?
2. Why do you think that is?
3. What is one consequence of this?
4. What is the primary effect of this over $7 billion being spent in this year's elections?
5. Who is all this spending good for?
6. Who is this bad for?
7. Overall, is this good or bad news for democracy?
8. Does all this money help us become more educated, informed, or wise in our political choices?
9. What are some other positive ways $7 billion could be spent?
10. Where does most of this campaign spending go?
11. Which cost more, presidential or congressional races?
12. What American elections are not even included in this data?
13. As the amount of money spent on elections increases, the percentage people voting decreases. Explain this paradox.
14. What would be two possible ways to decrease the amount of money in elections?
15. How different do you think this year's presidential election would have been had there been a strict limit on campaign spending?
16. Based on this chart, how much money would you project will be spent in the 2020 elections?
Learning Extension
Scroll through Open Secret's detailed charts and graphs to get a good idea of the total impact of money in presidential politics.
Action Extension
Here's a list from Bill Moyers of 8 things you could do to help get money OUT of politics. 
And here's a list from me of 1 thing you could do to help get money INTO politics: give money to a candidate!
Read these lists and do one of the things! Share your action on social media or in class.
Bonus Chart
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Top Ten Donor Fami in 2016

Thomas & Kathryn Steyer  Fanr LLC $57,271,342
Sheldon & Miriam Adelson  Sands | $47.342600
Donald Sussman Trust Asset Management 534,459,000
‘Robert & Diana Mercer |Renaissance Technologies  $23,545,700
Paul & Linda Singer Elliott Management | 522488296
Fred Eychaner Newsweb Inc 522,262,291
Michael Bloomberg Bloomberg LP. 520,145,178
Richard & Elizabeth Uihlein  Uline Shipping Supplies 19,743,400
George Soros Soros Fund Management 517,689,038
James & Mary Pritzker Pritzker Group 516,256,648

(Note: Names are highlighted blue if a majority of money was given to Democratic
groups and red for Republican groups. These totals include contributions to
candidates, political parties and outside groups.)
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Total Cost of Election (1998-2016)
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