DIRECTIONS:  Read John Locke’s, Two Treatises on Government and take notes on the document (mark the text).  Next, read the Declaration of Independence on p. 704 in your text.  Then answer the questions on the back of this handout.

TIPS:  1) Look at the questions before analyzing the two texts. 2) Mark the text as you read…make notes, highlight, underline. 3) Concentrate on identifying how Locke influenced not only the Declaration of Independence but also the U.S. Constitution.

JOHN LOCKE: TWO TREATISES ON GOVERNMENT, 1690

PHILOSOPHER John Locke (1632-1704) published Two Treatises on Government, which contends that all people possess natural rights.  Locke’s ideas including the notion that the foundation of government is the consent of the people, influenced the Framers of Constitution.
Locke on Why Government is Formed:

The great and chief end . . . of men’s uniting into commonwealths, and putting themselves under government, is the preservation of their property, to which in the state of Nature there are many things wanting (lacking)…
1. Why are governments formed?

Locke on How Government Should be Structured:

…Firstly, there wants an established, settled, known law, received and allowed by common consent to be the standard of right and wrong, and the common measure to decide all controversies between them. . .

Secondly, in the state of Nature there wants a known and indifferent (unbiased) judge, with authority to determine all differences according to the established law. . . 

Thirdly, in the state of Nature there often wants power to back and support the sentence when right, and to give it due execution. . . 

1. What democratic principle does Locke appear to be suggesting?

Locke on the Limits of Government

…But though men, when they enter into society give up the equality, liberty , and executive power they had in the state of Nature into the hands of society. . . the power of the society or legislative constituted by them can never be aroused to extend farther than common good . . . Whoever has the legislative or supreme power of common wealth is bound to govern by established, standing laws, promulgated and known to the people, and not by extemporary decrees, by indifferent and upright judges, who are to decide controversies by those laws; and to employ the force of the community at home only in the execution of such laws, or abroad to prevent or redress foreign injuries and secure the community from inroads and invasion.  And all this to be directed to no other end but the peace, safety and public good of the people . . . 
2. How is government limited?
Locke on When Government Becomes Abusive of Its Power and Who has Power in Society
…The reason why men enter into society is the preservation of their property; and the end while they choose and authorize a legislative is that there may be laws made, and rules set, as guards and fences to the properties of all the society. . . Whensoever, therefore, the legislative shall transgress this fundamental rule of society, and either by ambition, fear, folly, or corruption endeavor to grasp themselves, or put into the hands of any other, an absolute power over the lives, liberties and estates of the people, by this breach of trust they forfeit the power the people had put into their hands for quite contrary ends, and it devolves (passes) to the people; who have a right to resume their original liberty, and by the establishment of a new legislative (such as they shall think fit), provide for their own safety and security, which is the end which they are in society. . . 

Who shall be judge whether the prince or legislative act contrary to their trust?. . .  The people shall be judge. . .

. . . The power that every individual gave the society when he entered into it can never revert to the individuals again, as long as the society lasts, but will always remain in the community; because without this there can be no community—no commonwealth, which is contrary to the original agreement. . . 
Analyzing Locke, Jefferson, and the Declaration of Independence (DOI on p. 704-705)
Reading Comprehension

1. What does Jefferson say people must do if they wish to break away from their government?

2. What natural rights does Jefferson argue all people have?

3. Why does Jefferson argue governments are established?

4. According to Jefferson, who does the government get its power from?

5. What is it the right of the people to do if their government ever becomes destructive?

6. What does Jefferson must be proven before a group of people attempt to overthrow their government?

7. How does Jefferson describe American colonial rule under the British?

8. Why does Jefferson change “property” to “pursuit of happiness?”

9. Jefferson states, “all men are created equal,” why does he make this statement with the realities of slavery and destruction of Native lands in the U.S.?
10. What are some specific abuses Jefferson accuses the King of committing?  What’s his goal in listing the charges?

11. Why does Jefferson focus the charges on the King and not the British as a whole?

12. How was Thomas Jefferson influenced by Locke? Provide at least 3 specific examples.

13. Why did the colonists come to fear unitary government?  What type of government did Jefferson envision for the U.S. (unitary, confederate, federalism)?  How can you tell?
14. Outside of the Constitution, are there any other documents/speeches/decisions that you believe had as large of an impact on U.S. Government (if not more than) as the Declaration of Independence?

