Lee-Jackson Scholarship Essay
Formatting & Grammatical Information

Format:

· Times New Roman font

· 12 pt type

· 1 in margins (change under Layout)
· Double Space 

· No extra space between paragraphs (highlight all, click “paragraph,” Line Spacing: “double,” Spacing Before & After: 0)

· Title should not be underlined

· Cover Page (title of essay, full name, school, 2014); no need for this information on top of first page as well
· Works Cited page with eight or more scholarly sources
This essay only:

· Create Header that has the following information:
· “Students should label each essay page in the upper right corner with their social security number or alternative identifier (such as a complete birth date), along with the essay title, and page number.”
Pages: 6 - 8 (does not include cover page or works cited)
Works Cited:

· 8 scholarly sources (minimum)
· Books, journal articles (use library databases), probably no .coms or .nets (definitely no blogs and no Wikipedia)
· MLA format

· Footnotes (at least one per page) – MS 2010
· Click “References”

· Click “Insert Footnote” (puts them in order, establishes footer)

· Type in source

· Footnotes (at least one per page)  

· MS 2010

· Click “References”

· Click “Insert Footnote” (puts them in order, establishes footer)

· Type in source

· MS 2007 or older

· Click “Insert”

· Click “Reference”

· Click “Footnote:

· Type in source

· Do not try to format footnotes yourself!  Use directions above.

· Copy and paste footnotes onto last page when finished; in alphabetical order by author

Possible topics:

· General Lee’s or General Jackson’s heritage and their lives at war and at peace (LJS)

· Jackson as a tactician or Lee as a strategist (LJS)

· Lee’s or Jackson’s impact on modern battlefield tactics (LJS)

· Lee’s Christian fervor or Jackson’s religious passion (LJS)

· Jackson’s enigmatic personality or Lee’s dedication to gentlemanly virtues (LJS)

· Lee as President of Washington College

· Possible changes in the course of the Civil War had Jackson not died so early (LJS)

· Lee’s Marriage 

Research Paper Writing Help

Write the body first, then the conclusion, and finally the introduction.  

Common Grammatical Errors
· NEVER use first or second person

· NEVER write anything along the lines of “in this essay” (no need to tell me what you’re going to write about, just do it)

· NEVER use quotation marks unless you’re quoting at least one entire sentence from a specific source.  If you want to use a quote, you have to know who said it and give them credit in the same paragraph.  

· Avoid be verbs and helping verbs. http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/to_be.htm
· Avoid fragments.

· Avoid run-on sentences.

· Do not end a sentence, or clause, with a preposition.

· Avoid pronouns.  If you absolutely must use a pronoun, it must agree with its antecedent. http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/pronouns1.htm
· Only use past tense in historical writing.  Avoid the passive voice.

· Avoid redundancy.

· Do not ask hypothetical questions.  Do not pose a question and then answer it.

· Do not use contractions.

· Write out numbers 1 – 10 only.  Use the actual numbers for 11+.

· Vary sentence structure.

· The following words are not allowed: very, thing(s), really, stuff

Thesis Statement

· Tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter under discussion.
· Is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper.
· Directly answers the question asked of you. A thesis is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the subject itself. The subject, or topic, of an essay might be World War II or Moby Dick; a thesis must then offer a way to understand the war or the novel.
· Makes a claim that others might dispute. (arguable)
· Is usually a single sentence somewhere in your first paragraph that presents your argument to the reader. The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation.
Conclusion:
· The conclusion, it has been falsely said, is just a repetition of the introduction put in different words.  If this were so, all films should end where they began, all life stories would return to the place of origin, all change and advancement would be, in short, obsolete and meaningless.

· The conclusion in writing is no different.  It is, as is true in all these other forms, the reason for writing the paper in the first place.  It is the transformative change that takes place from the process of researching and writing; it is the new contribution to humanity and the pool of existing knowledge; it is admittance of struggle if need be, and celebration of overcoming obstacles.  It is the Rocky Balboa story – who, incidentally, lost in his first bout, but changed through the process to an iconic figure who brought meaning and honor to the word struggle. Sometimes we fall, so that we can learn how to get up.

· In your conclusion, what is your new understanding? Your contribution to existing knowledge about this? Your pitfalls and victories?  
· Ask yourself the following questions as you approach your conclusion:  

a. What does it all mean?

b. So what?  (What significance does it have?)

c. Is it logical?

Introduction (things you might include other than your thesis statement):

· Attention Grabber
· Anecdote
· Philosophical Truth
· Shocking Statistic
· Quotation
