AP & US Government

Interest Group Assignment Part I
Objective: Individually examine an interest group of interest to you, or that you might seek a job or internship with in the future.

Listed on the back are some larger interest groups, but you are allowed to choose groups not on the list.  That said, failure to find information is not an excuse.
Go to that group’s web site.  Also, go to News Google and search for information on your group.  That will help you find what issues they’ve been involved in recently.  With this information, answer the following questions, in order by topic. 
Mission
· What is the group's mission?

· What causes do its members support?

· What is the group's brief history, including: why was the group formed, and how old is the group?

· What are the main ways they promote their agenda?

Membership

· What is the size of their membership?

· Are there dues, or do they ask for donations?

· What sorts of people belong?

· Are there tangible or material incentives to belong?

Budget

· What is their total annual budget?

· How is the money allocated and where does it come from?

Staff

· What is the size of their staff? What does the staff do?

Lobbying

· How much of their time is spent directly lobbying Congress or the agencies?

· Do they use a public relations or law firm?

· Do they work with particular members of Congress or particular people in a government agency?

· Do they lobby on the state and local level?

· Do they use the courts?

· Do they use grassroots lobbying techniques?

· Which form of lobbying do they use most often?

Partisanship

· Is it a partisan group? If so, with which party would each group associate?

Assess your group:  What are its strengths and weaknesses?  How effective is it in achieving its agenda?  Back up what you say with specific examples demonstrating their effectiveness or lack thereof.
The Fortune Power 25: Top 25 Lobbying Groups (All listed are linked to their webpage for further information) 

AARP
ACLU
AFL-CIO
American Bar Association
American Conservative Union
American Farm Bureau
American Israel Public Affairs Committee
American Medical Association
Americans for Democratic Action
Association of Trial Lawyers of America
The Business Roundtable
Center for Equal Opportunity
Christian Coalition
Club For Growth
Council on American-Islamic Relations
Eagle Forum
Emily's List
Environmental Defense Fund
Green Peace
Handgun Control, Inc
Independent Women's Forum
NAACP
NARAL
National Association of Manufacturers
National Organization for Women
National Resources Defense Council
National Right to Life
NEA
NRA
PETA
Pharmaceutical Research & Manufacturers of America 
Public Citizen
Sierra Club
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Veterans of Foreign Wars
