AP US History
Creating the Constitution Group Simulation

Part I:  Proposals

Form four groups.  Each group represents a different state that participated in the Constitutional Convention.  Your group either represents: Virginia, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, or New Jersey.

Based on the attitudes held by representatives of your state, respond to the following statements.  Do you agree with them, and if so, why?  Do you disagree and if so, why, and what should be done instead?
Remember, you are not acting as yourselves in 2014, but as the delegates from your state in 1787.

1. All adult males should be permitted to vote.

2. The Convention should restrict its deliberations merely to the revision of the Articles of Confederation, not the creation of a new document.
3. The Congress shall consist of a single house.

4. National taxes shall be levied by the federal government, and should be based on the total population of a state.

5. The right to import and own slaves shall be preserved.

6. Slaves should be counted for representation purposes.

7. Congress shall have unrestricted authority over foreign and interstate trade.

8. There should continue to be no President.

9. Congress shall choose the President.

10. The Constitution should include a list of rights given to individual citizens.

Be prepared to share your state’s decisions with the class. 

Part II: Parts of the Constitution (additional primary sources are located at weww.klacks.weebly.com under today’s date)
1. When, where, and why did the Constitutional Convention take place?

2. The Virginia Plan
a. What was the Virginia Plan’s solution to the problem of representation in the legislature?
b. Who wrote the Virginia Plan and who else supported it (what kinds of states)?

c. What parts of the Virginia Plan are outlined in the Constitution? (Which part of gov’t did the VA Plan create?)

3. The New Jersey Plan
a. What was the New Jersey Plan’s solution to the problem of representation in the legislature?
b. Who wrote the New Jersey Plan and who supported it (what kinds of states)?

c. What parts of the New Jersey Plan are outlined in the Constitution? (Which part of gov’t did the NJ Plan create?)

4. The Connecticut Compromise

a. What was the resolved compromise between the Virginia and New Jersey Plans?

b. Are citizens of the US still represented this way today?

5. The Problem of Slavery & the Constitution
a. How did the North want to count slaves?  Why?
b. How did the South want to count slaves?  Why?
c. What was the compromise?

Part III: Ratifying the Constitution

6. What were George Mason’s concerns about the Constitution?

7. What rights did Jefferson and Henry want provided in the Constitution?

8. Why does Madison claim that elected representatives are less likely that the people themselves to be swayed by prejudice and emotion? (Federalist No. 57)

9. What does Madison say about arguments between states? (Federalist No. 10)

10. Why did Hamilton want the defense powers of the government to be unlimited? (Federalist #11)

Part IV: Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

Complete the chart contrasting Federalists and Anti-Federalists 
	Issue
	Federalists
	Anti-Federalists

	Articles of Confederation
	1.
	2.


	The Constitution
	3.

	4.

	State Sovereignty


	5.
	6.

	Bill of Rights


	7.

	8.

	Key Leaders & Supporters (people & states)

	9.
	10.


