AP Government
Political Culture & Ideology

Readings: Converse, Philip E. (1964) “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics.” Ideology and Discontent. New York: The Free Press. Pgs 206-249. 

Popkin, Samuel (1991) The Reasoning Voter: Communication and Persuasion in Presidential Campaigns. University Of Chicago Press, pgs. 1-71.

Blog Questions:
Directions: Complete at least two of the following seven questions thoroughly on the AP Gov Blog.  Please indicate which question you are answering in each comment.  Please do not answer two different questions in the same comment box.  You may of course address a question someone has already answered, but you may not merely restate the post of another classmate.  In addition to your two posts, comment on the post of at least two other classmates who answered different questions (4 posts total).     
1. What is Converse trying to do in his work? What are the different sources of constraint? In the Converse reading, what are the different stratum?  How would the American public fit in to these classifications today?  How do people vary when it comes to sophistication? How does this matter?

2. What roles do social class, religious beliefs, and gender play in determining partisan and ideological preferences?  Have these influences changed over time?  What are issue publics? Why are they important?

3. How are partisanship and ideology related? Are there differences? How does the relationship vary depending on people’s level of sophistication? What does this mean for evaluating political information? 

4. How are beliefs determined according to Popkin?  How does this influence elections?  What is low information rationality?  Do you buy it?  Why or why not? What are some of the shortcuts that people use?

5. What are the costs associated with acquiring information? What role do the media play? How has this changed since the writing of this manuscript? 

6. Is this an optimistic or pessimistic appraisal of the American electorate? How do Americans get by? Is this rational?

7. What are the common themes of these works?  How do they fit together?

