AP US Government

Campaign Finance Reform Debate
Today you will become financial analysts.  You will research the issue of campaign finance reform and have a debate next class.  Some of you will find you do not support what you are arguing, but the most important aspect of this activity is to stick to your position so everyone has a thorough understanding of each side.   

Position 1: Pro-Reform (limit candidate $)

Position 2: Anti-Reform (candidate should be able to accept whatever s/he wants)

Before next class, complete additional research on the following:
· Knowledge of current spending laws

· How much money can candidates currently accept?

· From whom can they accept money? 

· Where do candidates get the most money typically?

· Knowledge of the history of campaign finance reform

· Laws passed?

· Court cases?

· Examples of election spending in both Presidential and Congressional elections
· Think about the following:

· How much money did each candidate raise? 
· What proportion of funds came from individual contributions? 
· What were the occupations of individual contributors? 
· What proportion of the district's population contributed to candidates in the House race? 
· In what part of the district did most individual contributors live? 
· What sorts of organizations provided funding? Were they related to the district? 
· If there was an incumbent, how did the level and sources of contributions for challengers compare with the incumbent's resources? 
· Did the candidate with the most money win? 
· Develop strong opinions about your side (even if you disagree with it)
Be prepared to discuss the following questions with your group:
1. If money is important to representation, then who is more likely to be represented? Is it possible to represent non- contributors? 

2. Does the present campaign finance system ensure fair elections and a choice? If yes, explain the characteristics that promote fair elections and real choices. If no, describe an alternative campaign finance system that would accomplish these goals. 
3. How can Americans achieve genuine campaign finance reform without jeopardizing freedom of expression?

4. Should the Citizens United and McCutcheon Supreme Court rulings be overturned?  Why or why not?

5. Should so-called "social welfare" organizations — who aren’t required to disclose their donors — be able to participate in campaigns from the shadows?

6. Should political advertisers be required to identify the top sponsors behind all ads appearing on broadcast television, cable, the Internet and radio?  Why or why not?

7. Should super PACs be required to turn away donations when their source can't be traced to a specific donor?  Why or why not?

8. Should any political campaign or organization be required to disclose real-time contributions?  Why or why not?

Rules of Debate:

· You are expected to play your role, even if you personally disagree with it (there will be time for voicing your actual opinion later).  
· Use as many AP terms as possible in answering your questions (ex. hard money, soft money, court cases, acts, etc.)  Show your knowledge.  Reinforce/review information as part of the debate.
Helpful Links: 
Federal Election Commission (Federal Election Commission); http://www.fec.gov/info/appfour.htm (short history of campaign finance laws)
The federal government's official site contains a description of present campaign finance laws. Students can search information on campaign contributions in several ways. For example, they can search a particular candidate's campaign contribution receipts and sources, access a list of individual contributors and amounts to any campaign by zip code, and find campaign receipts by various campaign committees. The site also posts the latest rulings on campaign finance violations. Individuals can subscribe to podcasts of FEC meetings.

Opensecrets.org (www.opensecrets.org) 
The site provides good graphical representation of campaign finance sources by type -- individuals, interest groups, and in-state and out-of-state contributions.

Fund Race 2008 (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2007/08/05/huffington-posts-fundrace_n_59207.html) 
This is limited to information on the 2004 presidential race. What makes the site interesting is the ability to see who in your neighborhood contributed to the 2004 presidential campaigns. The site presents a national map of contributions based on county, three-digit zip codes, and state.
*Information is available for subsequent races as well.


Campaign Finance Information Center (Campaign Finance Organization Center) 
The site has links to state government organizations responsible for reporting campaign contributions in state elections. 
