US History
Creating the US Government 

Part I:  Articles of Confederation
It is 1781.  In declaring themselves free from the tyrannical rule of England the colonists set out to create a new nation free of the rule of a strong central government. As most colonists identified themselves as citizens of their state or colony and not the colonies or nation as a whole, states rights became an important feature in the new government. The Articles of Confederation brought the colonies together as a loose confederation with states rights being considerably more important than the power of the federal government. This confederation of failed due to structural reasons.

	Political Structure/Weaknesses
	Economic Structure/Weaknesses
	Cultural Issues

	
	
	


Explain the first major conflict that occurred under the A of C.
Part II: Parts of the Constitution (additional primary sources are located at weww.klacks.weebly.com under today’s date)
1. When, where, and why did the Constitutional Convention take place?

2. The Virginia Plan
a. What was the Virginia Plan’s solution to the problem of representation in the legislature?
b. Who wrote the Virginia Plan and who else supported it (what kinds of states)?

c. What parts of the Virginia Plan are outlined in the Constitution? (Which part of gov’t did the VA Plan create?)

3. The New Jersey Plan
a. What was the New Jersey Plan’s solution to the problem of representation in the legislature?
b. Who wrote the New Jersey Plan and who supported it (what kinds of states)?

c. What parts of the New Jersey Plan are outlined in the Constitution? (Which part of gov’t did the NJ Plan create?)

4. The Connecticut Compromise

a. What was the resolved compromise between the Virginia and New Jersey Plans?

b. Are citizens of the US still represented this way today?

5. The Problem of Slavery & the Constitution
a. How did the North want to count slaves?  Why?
b. How did the South want to count slaves?  Why?
c. What was the compromise?

Part III: Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

Complete the chart contrasting Federalists and Anti-Federalists by writing agree or disagree under each.
	Issue
	Federalists
	Anti-Federalists

	Articles of Confederation
	1.
	2.


	The Constitution
	3.
	4.

	State Sovereignty

	5.
	6.

	Bill of Rights
	7.

	8.

	Key Leaders & Supporters (people & states)
	9.
	10.


