AP Human Geography

“Do Maps Create or Represent Reality?” 
1.  According to the author, why do maps have to “distort reality”? 

The reading discusses the “debate” over which map projection is the “best”.   Fill in the table below for each of the four main map projections.

	Projection
	Visual
	Pros
	Cons

	2. Mercator

	


	
	

	3. Peters

	


	
	

	4. Robinson

	



	
	

	5. Goode’s

	



	
	


6. According to the author, how do maps “represent reality”?
7.  The relationship between any given place and the world around it is created by “conventions”. What does this mean?

8.  The author says her underlying theme is that “maps are only able to represent the _________________ and fact by _____________________________.    In your own words, explain what she means.

9. Which projection do you think is best?  Why?

