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	Sectionalism in Antebellum America

	
	North
	South
	West

	Overview
	Population

(social structure/key groups/impact)


	most populous region of the three (natural increase + immigration); large German and Irish population - led to nativist sentiment
	planters dominated social structure, with slaves at the bottom; large slave presence led to strict slave codes to limit the possibility of slave rebellion
	anyone looking for a fresh start; immigrant groups included Scandinavians & Germans; Indians

	
	Economics

(essential “industries”; factors that promoted this “industry”)
	industry (primarily textiles) - spurred by embargo/War of 1812; abundant natural resources; labor supply from immigrant population; abundant capital
	“King Cotton” - encouraged by abundant, cheap land; cotton gin; & demand from textile factories
	agriculture on small family farms - development of steel plow (John Deere) & mechanical reaper (Cyrus McCormick) helped move toward commercial agriculture

	
	Culture


	Diverse; fast paced
	culture of chivalry - emphasis on personal honor, defense of women, paternalism
	Life much like colonial days: focus on survival in the face of Indian attacks, malnutrition, disease)

	Overview
	Protective Tariff


	Support – beneficial to protect industry from foreign competition
	Oppose – would raise cost of essential goods
	Might support as part of a deal to win internal improvements

	
	Manifest Destiny
	Support – expansion of potential markets
	Support as long as expansion into territory likely to support slavery 
	Support  as expansion would bring government support 

	
	Internal Improvements


	Support – make transport to new markets easier
	Oppose – generally these improvements were not in the South
	Support – increased link to markets for buying and selling

	
	Slavery


	Support abolition as slaves offered no value to economy; moral values may have also influence
	Abolition a threat to economic livelihood and would likely lead to social unrest
	Support abolition as slaves offered no value to economy; moral values may have also influence

	
	Bank of the United States


	support - benefited factory owning, monied classes
	oppose - benefited factory owning, monied classes, not farmers
	oppose - benefited factory owning, monied classes, not farmers

	
	Immigration


	Factory owner would support as source of cheap labor; factory worker would want restrictions to limit competition
	Generally unaffected as immigrants did not settle in South
	Support – new settlers would help to expand opportunities in the West

	
	American Indians/Native Americans/First Nations
	generally not impacted by Indian policy
	favored forced removal of Indians to West (Trail of Tears)
	sought government protection from Indians
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Sectionalism in Antebellum America (Chapter 3.1 – 3.3)






	Sectionalism in Antebellum America – Describe the following in each region.

	
	North
	South
	West

	Overview
	Population

(social structure/key groups/impact)


	most populous region of the three (natural increase + immigration); large German and Irish population - led to nativist sentiment
	
	

	
	Economics

(essential “industries”; factors that promoted this “industry”)
	
	
	

	
	Culture


	
	
	

	In the spaces below, write whether or not people in each region supported or opposed the following.  Why?

	Overview
	Protective Tariff


	
	
	

	
	Manifest Destiny
	
	
	

	
	Internal Improvements (roads, railroads, canals, etc)
	
	
	

	
	Slavery


	
	
	

	
	Immigration


	
	
	

	


Directions: Think about both slavery and the treatment of Native Americans during westward expansion.  Compare the experiences of Native Americans and slaves. Write a letter to the editor on the back of this sheet protesting the treatment of one or both groups. 
